
 

Falling away prevention 

 
 

An encouraging warning 
 

 

 

Pick your poison 

Proverbs 27.5, 6 
 

Nine Ways We Minimize Sin  
(Based in part on “Gospel-Centered Life” by Bob Thune) 
 Defending: Do you justify your actions, even using Scripture to do so? 
 Faking: Do you put on a different face/image around people than in private? 
 Hiding: Do you avoid relationships that call you out? 
 Exaggerating: Do you make yourself sound better (or worse) than you are? 
 Blaming: Do you say, “I’m sorry, but…” 
 Downplaying: Do you say, “what’s the big deal,” or “it’s not like I’m [something worse].” Or 

“this is different” 
 Comparing: Do you compare yourself to others, for better or worse? 
 Being a Victim: Do you find ways to have people feel sorry for you so that they stop 

addressing your issues? 
 
 

So, How Will We Equip Ourselves? 

Hebrews 10.24, 25 // Philippians 1.27, 28 
 

Our faith is not private.  Personal, yes, but not private. 
 

 Community Groups: This is one of the primary ways that we grow in our faith. Being committed 
to growing, praying, and worshipping with others over the course of time makes a huge impact 
on the maturity of our faith. 

 

 Fight Club: One on one, relational discipleship is crucial to our growth. We need to learn how 
to fight for the Gospel in each other’s lives. This is the essence of Fight Clubs. 

 

Notes: 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Falling away prevention 

 


